
June 15, 2016 
 
Chairman Reince Priebus 
Republican National Committee 
310 First Street SE 
Washington, DC 20003 
 
U.S. Senator Rob Portman 
1240 E 9th St #3061 
Cleveland, OH 44199 
 
Dear Chairman Priebus and Senator Portman: 
 
As the Republican Party prepares to hold its presidential nominating convention in            
Cleveland, Ohio, we write to express outrage over comments made by your party’s             
front-runner, Donald Trump.  
 
Mr. Trump is currently attacking US District Judge Gonzalo Curiel for his heritage as the               
son of Mexican immigrants, and calling for the judge to step down from the case.  
 
From the ​New York Times​:  
 

The presiding judge in a lawsuit filed by former students of Trump University, [US              
District Judge Gonzalo Curiel] has been called a “hater” of Mr. Trump by the              
presumptive Republican presidential nominee himself. At a rally last week, Mr.           
Trump said the judge “happens to be, we believe, Mexican,” suggesting that he             
was biased because of Mr. Trump’s calls to build a wall along the border to               
prevent illegal immigration. Angry supporters have been calling the judge’s          
chambers. 
 
Mr. Trump repeated his argument in an interview on Thursday. “I’m building the             
wall, I’m building the wall,” Mr. Trump said. “I have a Mexican judge. He’s of               
Mexican heritage. He should have recused himself, not only for that, for other             
things.” 
 

Judge Curiel has a long and decorated career as a prosecutor and jurist, ​risking his life                
to take on a powerful drug cartel. He is being criticized by Mr. Trump solely on the basis                  
of his ethnicity. This type of behavior is wholly un-American. It should be beneath the               
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country’s major political parties and presumptive presidential candidates. Incredibly,         
Mr. Trump continues to slander Latinos and question their status as real Americans.  
 
As concerned Ohioans, organizational leaders, citizens, and aspiring Americans, we call           
on the Republican National Committee to denounce the ethnic bias exhibited by Donald             
Trump, and state unequivocally that attacks like these are not welcome in the             
Republican Party. Mr. Trump’s slander of Judge Curiel is just the latest in a long line of                 
slurs and insults directed toward members of the Latino community, among others. As             
you prepare to hold your convention here in Ohio, we want you to know that this type of                  
rhetoric is not welcome in our state.  
  
Sincerely, 
Church of Our Saviour/La Iglesia de Nuestro Salvador Episcopal 
Cleveland Jobs With Justice  
Cleveland Peace Action  
Good Jobs Strong Economies 
Greater Cleveland Immigrant Support Network 
Lorain Ohio Immigrant Rights Association (LOIRA) 
Ohio Against Hate 
Ohio’s Voice 
OPEIU Local 1794 
Somos Independents  
Women Speak Out for Peace and Justice 
Workers United 
 
And 35 individual Ohioans 


