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DEMONSTRATION IN MARKET SQUARE: 
Civic Leaders Decry President Trump’s Executive Orders on 

Immigration 
  
[Cleveland, Ohio] Civic leaders will join together for a demonstration in Market Square 
to denounce the Trump administration's executive actions on immigration . These 
executive orders, calling for the construction of a border wall and threatening the 
withdrawal of federal funding from sanctuary cities, prioritize the deportation of 
undocumented immigrants without considering the circumstances that drove them to 
emigrate from their homes. The documents promise to expand Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement by a combined total of 15,000, but no amount of border control or 
enforcement will affect whether or not migrants make the difficult choice to leave their 
countries and seek safety in the US. 
  
There are several push factors existing in Mexico, Central America, and Colombia. 
Chrissy Stonebraker-Martinez, co-director of the InterReligious Task Force on Central 
America, said, “ Neoliberal and militaristic US foreign policies are often at the root of the 
push factors for refugees who are fleeing violent social and economic persecution. If we 
promoted true democracy in our international relations, rather empirical, unbridled, 
domineering policies, refugees would have less reason to flee violence and poverty .” 
  
The Trump administration’s executive actions claim to target dangerous criminals, but, 
in reality, the new policies are vague enough to put at risk the status of families and 
individuals who, in the administration’s words, “In the judgment of an immigration officer, 
otherwise pose a risk to public safety or national security.” 
  
President Trump's blatant disregard for the U.S, Constitution and the rule of law was 
displayed in his aimless attempt to restrict legal residents and vetted refugees from a 
selected seven nations with majority Muslim populations. Thankfully, Mr. Trump's 
misguided executive action was stayed by a federal judge on Saturday, but not without 
causing irreparable harm to hundreds that were either deported or detained for hours at 
US airports. 
  
José Mendez from DreamActivist Ohio, said of his personal experience with immigration 
policies, “As a Dreamer, I can’t continue to live in anxiety day by day. We need 



Congress to act and fix our broken immigration system. I will continue to fight for my 
family and myself no matter how tough the battle gets.” 
  
Civic society will continue to fight for the rights of immigrants. We call on this 
administration and the 115th Congress to do everything in their power to reverse these 
executive orders. 
  
What: Demonstration denouncing Trump’s executive orders on immigration 
  
When: Friday , February 3 at 4 p.m. 
  
Where: Market Square, the corner of W 25th St and Lorain Ave 
  
Who: InterReligious Task Force on Central America and Colombia, DreamActivist Ohio, 
Greater Cleveland Immigrant Support Network, Lorain Ohio Immigrant Rights 
Association, Cleveland Jobs with Justice, Ohio’s Voice, Refugee Service Collaborative 
of Greater Cleveland and others. 


